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PCRNV Forum
Tuesday, 25th August 2015
Join us for a presentation by [Professor Marion Haas] from the [Centre for Health Economics
Research and Evaluation] (CHERE) based at the University of Technology Sydney. This forum will be
available online via a webinar and in person (please select your preference when registering).

“At what cost?”
Collecting data for costing clinical research interventions

We aim for this session to be a practical ‘hands-on’ guide to get you thinking about how you might
introduce health economic costings and analyses into your next research proposal. This will be a
dynamic session (i.e. without endless complicated formulae) where you can learn about:
•

Why health economic costing is increasingly important;

•

What kind of data to collect;

•

Where to access costing data;

•

What types of analyses are relevant to your research;

•

How to budget for health economic analyses;

•

Collaborating with health economists (they don’t bite).

Date:

Tuesday, 25th August, 2015

Time:

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM followed by networking and refreshments

Venue:
		

Clinical Sciences Building (St. Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne),
Level 2, Surgery Lecture Theatre,

		

29 Regent St, Fitzroy VIC 3065 [Map]

RSVP:

This is a free event. Please visit the [event website] for more

		

information and to register online.

PCRNV Concept Development Workshop – Applications now open!
Tuesday, 15th September 2015
The PCRNV Concept Development Workshop is targeted at members who have a research idea
related to palliative care that they would like to develop into a research proposal. The Workshop
will provide a supportive environment to develop your research idea with the assistance of senior
researchers. Each participant will be allocated a mentor to assist them to prepare for the workshop.
The format will include small group discussions and short lectures/workshops on key topics.
By attending the PCRNV Concept Development Workshop you will have the opportunity to:
•

Develop your research idea with input and guidance from senior palliative care researchers;

•

Gain experience in the steps required to develop a research idea into a research proposal;

•

Develop skills in research design, methodology and analyses;

•

Develop a realistic budget for your project;

•

Find out about possible funding avenues for your research idea;

•

Network with researchers who are also interested in conducting palliative care research.

Workshop Date:

Tuesday, 15th September 2015, from 12.30pm - 5.00pm

Venue: 		

St Vincent’s Hospital, Aikenhead Wing (Room 1 & 3),

			

27 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy VIC 3065

Applications due:

5pm on Monday 20th July*

* To apply, please refer to the [application guidelines], complete an [application form] and submit the
completed form to pcrnv@svha.org.au
For more information on the workshop, please go to the website www.pcrnv.com.au.

Forward e-news to a friend!
Please forward this newsletter to friends or colleagues interested in palliative care research. They
can also sign up for [free membership]!

Unsubscribe
If you are no longer interested in receiving correspondence from us, please unsubscribe by emailing:
pcrnv@svha.org.au

PCRNV Researchers Breakfast:
Recruitment, Implementation and Career Development
Thursday, 22nd October 2015
The PCRNV is sponsoring a breakfast session,entitled; Recruitment, Implementation and Career
Development at the [3rd Australian Palliative Care Research Colloquium] on Thursday, October 22nd.
This session is aimed at researchers who are interested in palliative care and are in the early to
middle stages of their career. The forum will provide an opportunity to network with other researchers
and find out ways to establish a successful career in palliative care research.
The program will focus on 3 key topics, Implementation, Recruitment and Career Development.
•

Dr Melanie Price (Executive Director, Psycho-Oncology Co-operative Research Group &
Senior Research Fellow, University of Sydney) will share her recent success securing a $3.6
million grant in collaboration with an international research team. The translational research
grant aims to ‘Investigate a sustainable and supported clinical pathway for managing 		
anxiety and depression in cancer patients: Developing and evaluating components and testing
implementation strategies’.

•

A panel of researchers will present and discuss their experiences recruiting palliative care 		
patients and carers into research studies ranging from clinical drug trials to psychosocial/
supportive care research interventions. The multi- disciplinary presenters include: Dr Clare
O’Callaghan (Music Therapist, St Vincents Health, Melbourne); Belinda Fazekas (National
Project Officer, Palliative Care Clinical Studies Collaborative) and Regina Kendall (Nurse
Practitioner, Grampians Regional Palliative Care Team/Ballarat Health Service).

•

Lastly, the forum will facilitate with a panel discussion/ Q&A session with all presenters and
international guest; Professor Philip Larkin, President of the European Association of Palliative
Care and Professor of Nursing at University College Dublin in an open forum.

Date:
Time:
Venue:
Cost:
Registration:

Thursday, 22nd October 2015
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Rendezvous Grand Hotel, 328 Flinders St, Melbourne.
$30 (including GST)
Register online through the event [website]

3rd Australian Palliative Care
Colloquium
Call for abstracts now open!
The 3rd Australian Palliative Care Research
Colloquium aims to foster collaboration and
conversation amongst those actively involved in
palliative care research and related fields. The
colloquium will take place at the Rendezvous
Grand Hotel, 328 Flinders Street, Melbourne on
Thursday, 22nd October to Friday, 23rd October
2015.
The keynote presentation will be given by
Professor Philip Larkin, President of the European
Association of Palliative Care and Professor
of Nursing at University College Dublin, and is
entitled : ‘Research Collaboration – it sounds nice
but how do we make it happen?’. Other sessions
at the Colloquium will include presentations on:
Mixed methods research, engaging consumers in
research, statistics, ethical dilemmas in palliative
care research, successfully managing multi-site
studies and innovative methods in palliative care
research.
The 2015 Colloquium is now accepting abstracts
for poster presentations at its 2015 meeting. We
especially encourage PhD students and early
career researchers to apply. Abstracts focusing
on interesting and novel methods in palliative
care research will be viewed favourably. For more
information on abstract submission guidelines as
well as to learn more about upcoming speakers
at the Colloquium, please visit the 3rd Australian
Palliative Care Research Colloquium [website].
Abstract submission closes: Friday 31st July 2015.

Introducing Dr Sibilah Breen,
the recently appointed PCRNV
Research Coordinator
Sibilah Breen, B.Sc.(Hons),
PhD. is the Research
Coordinator for the Centre
for Palliative Care (CPC) and
the Palliative Care Research
Network Victoria (PCRNV). Sibilah currently
holds Honorary Fellow positions in the
Department of Allied Health, Nursing and
Support at the Peter MacCallum Cancer
Centre as well as in the Department of
Nursing, and the Sir Peter MacCallum
Department of Oncology, at the University of
Melbourne.
Sibilah previously worked as the Head of
Translational Research in the Department
of Cancer Experiences Research at the
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre for 8 years
in addition to roles at Monash University,
the Gippsland Regional Integrated Cancer
Services and the University of Newcastle.
Sibilah’s main research interests have
focused on the development of electronic
systems to remotely monitor cancer patients
undergoing treatment in the ambulatory
care setting or to screen patients for unmet
psychosocial needs. She has presented her
work both nationally and internationally, is
a reviewer for the journal Supportive Care
in Cancer and is a member of the Clinical
Oncology Society of Australia and the
International Psycho-oncology Society

PCRNV Masters/PhD Scholarship 2015 Recipient

Congratulations to Dr Natasha Smallwood, the recipient of PCRNV PhD Scholarship 2015
Dr Natasha Smallwood is a Consultant Respiratory Physician at the Department of Respiratory Medicine,
Royal Melbourne Hospital. Her main research interest and clinical work centres on caring for patients with
advanced, non-malignant lung disease. Having completed additional postgraduate study in Palliative Care,
She   has unique expertise and experience in caring for this patient group. In 2013, she established,
and now runs, the Advanced Lung Disease Service at the Royal Melbourne Hospital. This service is a
partnership between the departments of respiratory medicine and palliative care, and aims to offer highquality, evidence-based, individualised care for patients with severe to end-stage lung disease.  This
new and continuously evolving model of care integrates general palliative care into standard respiratory
outpatient care, with both approaches led by the patient’s treating respiratory physician.
Natasha is also engaged in clinical research and has set up research collaborations with colleagues
in Australia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom. Additionally, she is committed to supervising and
teaching junior medical staff and other health professionals. In 2012, she set up and continues to organise
the Royal Melbourne Hospital Respiratory Education Day series. This multidisciplinary education seminar
attracts 100 health professionals each year and has a strong focus on advanced respiratory disease and
palliative care.
The PCRNV PhD scholarship will be used to fund Natasha’s PhD project on Palliative care for patients with
severe Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease – understanding current practice and attitudes to palliative
care and exploring a new model of integrated respiratory and palliative care.

Funding Opportunities
PCRNV Travel Grant 2015 – Applications for the Second Round is still Open!
For more information visit: http://pcrnv.com.au/travel-grant/
Closing Date: Friday, 31st July 2015
IRT Foundation Research Grant Program
For more information visit: http://www.irtfoundation.org.au/research-grant-opportunities.html
Closing date: Monday, 29th June 2015

Upcoming Conferences
National

International
2015 Multinational Association of Supportive
Care in Cancer (MASCC)
Dates: June 25-27, 2015
Location: Copenhagen, Denmark
Website: [MASCC Conference]

13th Australian Palliative Care Conference
Dates: September 1-4, 2015
Location: Melbourne, Australia
Website: [13th Australian Palliative Care
Conference]

APOS 12th Annual Conference and IPOS 17th
World Congress of Psycho-Oncology and
Psychosocial Academy
Dates: July 29-August 1, 2015
Location: Washington DC, USA
Website: [APOS Conference]

3rd Victorian Psycho-Oncology Research
Conference
Dates: October 16, 2015
Location: Melbourne, Australia
Website: [Psycho-Oncology Conference]
3rd Australian Palliative Care Research
Colloquium
Dates: October 22-23, 2015
Location: Melbourne, Australia
Website: [3rd Australian Palliative Care
Research Colloquium]

Palliative Care in Oncology Symposium
Dates: October 9-10, 2015
Location: Boston MA, USA
Website: [Palliative Care in Oncology
Symposium]

4th Annual NHMRC Symposium on Research
Translation jointly with CIPHER
Dates: October 27-28, 2015
Location: Sydney, Australia
Website: [NHMRC Symposium]

5th International Seminar of the European
Palliative Care Research Centre (PRC) and
European Palliative Care Research Network
(EAPC RN)
Dates: October 15-16, 2015
Location: Leeds, UK
Website: [PRC & EAPC RN Seminar]

Membership
The PCRNV has registered members from around Australia and other countries such as Hong Kong,
India, Malawi, Norway, UK and USA. Individuals with a genuine interest in palliative care research
may become individual members of the PCRNV. Membership is free and some of the *key benefits of
membership include:
•

An opportunity to network and collaborate with other palliative care researchers through 		
PCRNV seminars and forums.

•

Apply for a range of PCRNV funding including; PhD scholarship, project and travel grants.

•

Receive mentorship through PCRNV peer review.

•

Assistance in developing your research idea into a potential project to submit strong grant
proposal through PCRNV Concept Development Days.

•

Opportunities to provide mentorship to junior researchers.

*Please note that even though membership is open to everyone, resources and funding may be
restricted to Victorian residents only.
To formalise your membership, please complete the [online form] on the PCRNV website.

Recent articles relevant to PCRNV members
In each edition we will feature some recently published articles relevant to PCRNV members. If you
have published in a peer reviewed journal recently and the subject matter is relevant to the PCRNV
community, or if you come across key publications that foster evidence based palliative care, please
email pcrnv@svha.org.au with the subject ‘PCRNV Newsletter’ and we will feature the publications in
an upcoming edition.
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